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 Le Mot 

Mot de la Vice-Présidente, Mary McKendrick 

This month has vividly demonstrated the advantages of being a member or student of the Alliance Francaise. During the week-end of 

the clash between France and New Zealand, downtown Auckland was awash with francophone visitors, all happy to take part in 

conversation -or even just exchange a few words- with French speaking Kiwis.    

The Alliance has been abuzz with events, presentations, and preparations for the French market that was held at the Viaduct. Many of 

our members are sporting the “Les Bleus” T-shirt, while at the same time flying the All Black flag from their car !   

This month, Michel Embareck, writer, journalist, and rugby enthusiast presented his latest book “A Retardement” and entertained us 

with his reminiscences and knowledgeable comments.  Caricaturist Gérard Gargouil, whose caricatures of the French team grace the  

T-shirt mentioned above, conducted a most enjoyable workshop when members drew one another -with varying success but much 

enthusiasm! 

There are many more upcoming events, all detailed in this edition. Note the dates for the children‟s holiday programme, the intensive 

classes and the beginning of the 4th term.  

We hope that members will support the Alliance at a special day at La Cigale on the 22nd October. 

Of particular interest is our „Open Day‟ on the 8th of October.   

Come along; bring your acquaintances, friends and family. Take this opportunity of meeting our staff, of sampling what we have to 

offer and what you could gain by being a student or a member of the Alliance Française d‟Auckland. You can observe, take part, have 

a free assessment of the level of your French or just browse in our library and enjoy our hospitality. All ages welcome.     

We do not have a definite date for the arrival of the new Délégué Général, M. Depierre, but anticipate that he will be with us by the 

middle of next month.  

It has been a busy few weeks for the Alliance and the staff are to be congratulated on their hard work that has added to the success 

and the excitement of our involvement in „La Coupe du Monde‟ -Allez les Bleus ! (et les All Blacks !).  

AKIE French Jewellery and Accessories located on 36 Jervois 

Rd, Ponsonby is pleased to offer a special 10% discount on all 

stock on presentation of your Alliance Francaise Membership 

Card. Any information on AKIE’s opening hours can be found on 

www.akie.co.nz  

 

Merci beaucoup et a bientôt votre visite! 

Les membres de l’Alliance Française bénéficient de 5% de réduction sur 

leur voyage + un Guide des Frogs offert pour toute location d’un camping-

car ou d’un itinéraire (voiture + hébergement) de plus de 15 jours.* 

Members of Alliance Française get 5% discount on the total booking 

+ a complimentary Guide des Frogs 2011 for the rental of a camper-

van or a car/accommodation package (15 days minimum).* 

La radio francophone d'Auckland 

Tous les dimanche soirs de 18hr05 à 19hr 40 www.planetaudio.org.nz/amusegueule 

le blog : www.amusegueule.tk  
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Saturday mornings = ‘Petit 

déjeuner’ 

From 10.00 to midday - coffee and 

pâtisseries $2.00 

Office now open Saturday mornings 

for course enquiries and registration. 

 

8 OPEN DAY-Come and meet our new team from midday for workshops in French for 

adults and children, free level assessments, DELF/DALF diploma award ceremony and 

some entertainment in the Library. Get a 10% discount on course fees if you enrol on the 

day. All Francophiles are welcome to discover the Alliance! 

10-21 HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES for Children and Adults. Children’s Holiday Programme, 9am till 

3pm, from Monday to Friday, $50/day. Intensive Conversation Courses for Adults, classes 

held from 6 to 8pm for all levels, $160/week. Enrol for 1 and/or 2 weeks! 

15 FILM SCREENING AT THE ALLIANCE FRANCAISE-To Be Or Not Rugby, a documentary-film 

which shows how rugby has evolved with international sporting event and economic 

issues. From 10am. 

22 AOC AT LA CIGALE-‟The banda‟ from South of France, AOC, will play at La Cigale mar-

ket in Parnell. Discover typical French songs with this group of twelve musicians. They 

bring cheerfulness, liveliness and joy to every single event! From 10am to 12.30pm 

24 TERM 4 START-Enrol in one of our Term 4 classes and pay the fees before 7 October to be 

in the draw to win a $100 voucher towards Alliance Française tuitions! 

26 BOOK CLUB-From 4.30 to 5.30pm in the Library 

BOOK CLUB 

Wednesday 26 October 2011 

4.30 to 5.30pm 

Le Soleil des Scorta, Laurent 

Gaudé 

C‟est l‟histoire d‟une famille maudite et méprisée des Pouilles, dans l‟Italie 

du Sud. Les Scorta, dont la lignée est née d‟un viol et du péché, vivent pau-

vrement à Montepuccio, mais ils ont fait vœu de se transmettre, de généra-

tion en génération, le peu que la vie leur laisserait en héritage : un modeste 

bureau de tabac familial mais aussi un souvenir, une expérience, une par-

celle de sagesse, une étincelle de joie... ou encore un secret. Un secret 

comme celui que la vieille Carmela confie à l'ancien curé de Montepuccio.  

Ce roman de Laurent Gaudé a reçu le Goncourt en 2004. 

 

The 2004 Goncourt Price winner. Laurent Gaudé, one of the most talented 

French writers of the current generation, brings us under the blazing sun of 

the South Italy, amid the secrets of the Scorta family. A fascinating portrayal 

of the region of Apulia, of the people and their ways and customs. 
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BREAKFAST AT THE ALLIANCE-SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 

Meeting with Michel Embareck    

After the publication of two novels in 2007, Le Futon de Malte and Le Temps des citrons, the French 

daily newspaper Libération asked Michel Embareck to write a column on rugby. Since then, the 

writer has covered the 2007 Rugby World Cup in France and several rugby events such as RBS 6 Na-

tions, with amusing accounts, but also including more serious analysis. 

 

A collection of his columns has just been published in a book entitled A Retardement 

(„After the event’). On the occasion of the 2011 Rugby World Cup, the reviewer came 

to New-Zealand to cover this unparalleled event which rallies everyone in the Land of 

the Long White Cloud.  

 

Writing on rugby In one of his first articles, he sets the 

pace of his columns in a humorous and direct way: 

« How can we take this game seriously, the only one 

where the ball isn’t round and goes where it pleases? 

With one capricious bounce or just a puff of tramon-

tane wind, the sermon of the day following the match 

will say the opposite of that of the eve.” 

-Does rugby inspire you, as a writer? “Yes, rugby in-

spires me, it stirs my imagination because of the vagaries of the game and there are many anec-

dotes to build on -each one is funnier than the other one before. Rugby is also a very accessible 

and attractive sport with its good humor.” (M.E) 

Michel Embareck is as versatile in his writing styles as in tone. If he enjoys writing thrillers with a rugby 

background, his caustic columns are meant to be funny and -outwardly- light. Michel warns the 

reader against some newspapers which put some players or trainers down and destroys their im-

age. Recently, the NZ Herald pitched into the French rugby team before the long-awaited match 

against the All Blacks (see “RWC $460 French Farce”, 21/09). 

-What is your writing ritual? “I am writing from 4.30 to 11.30 pm, always to music – silence disturbs me

-drinking coffee and smoking lots of cigarettes. Then, I proofread and rewrite the next morning.”  

-What is your future writing plan? Will you continue writing on rugby? “After four years writing for 

Libération, I decided to stop my column after the Rugby World Cup. This will allow the style to revive 

and also the inspiration… It is essential to step down and leave some place for the new generation, 

like in rugby. Also, I have signed with Belfond to publish a thriller in April 2012.” 

Interviewed by Lolita Haurat 

 

Videos of the event are available on the Alliance Française website http://alliance-francaise.co.nz/ 

For more information, go to his website http://www.embareck.com/                                                   

*« Comment prendre au sérieux ce jeu, le seul où la balle n’est pas ronde et n’en fait qu’à sa tête ? 

(…) pour un caprice du rebond ou un souffle de tramontane, la prêche du lendemain de match 

dira l’inverse de celui de la veille.» A retardement, Coupe du Monde 2007 (Inédit) 
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Selection of Spicy Gossip 

Rugby gossips                         

England captain Mike Tindall - 

who married Zara Phillips, the 

British Queen‟s granddaughter 

less than two months ago in 

Edinburgh- was recently seen 

getting cosy with an unidenti-

fied blonde woman at a 

Queenstown bar Sunday night. 

The footage was uploaded to 

YouTube website. 

 

Anna Wintour is campaign-

ing to land the new Duchess 

of Cambridge, Kate Middle-

ton, for the cover of US 

Vogue. Apparently Wintour 

has been appealing to 

famed photographer Mario 

Testino a close friend of the 

British royals, to reach out to 

the elegant newlywed to 

shoot her for the fashion 

bible.  
New-York Post, 26/09/11 

Carla Bruni enceinte                                                                

L‟heureux événement sera une première:                                    

jamais un président de la République en                                   

exercice n‟a accueilli d‟enfant.                                                           

«Je suppose que c‟est la manifestation du                                                  

monde moderne dans la république française, 

ce qui n‟est pas mal », lance-t-elle en référence 

au profil du chef de l‟Etat, divorcé et remarié. 

Tony Parker sous les project-

eurs 

Après avoir brillé lors des der-

niers championnats d‟Europe 

de Basket, Tony Parker est très 

sollicité par les médias. Il organ-

ise « Par cœur Gala », un 

événement caritatif qui réunit 

des personnalités du sport, de 

la musique et du cinéma. Très 

pudique sur sa vie privée, il 

s‟est confié à Nikos Aliagas sur 

son divorce: « Il y a pas mal de 

divorces, mais le mien était 

dans tous les magazines. C'est 

dur à vivre. Mais j'aurai toujours 

de l'amour et du respect pour 

Eva. » Gala, 26/09/11 

 

French lovers are popular                                                             

Sofia Coppola, Dita von Teese, Halle Berry, Madonna have 

little in common, except that their husbands are French. As 

well as fries, kiss and flair, the French lover, gentleman, roman-

tic, and strong in the same time, is popular again in Mickey‟s 

land. Félicitations Messieurs! 

 

 

Benjamin Millepied ♥ Nathalie Portmann 

 

 

Sofia Coppola ♥ Thomas Mars 

ParisMatch, 25/09/11 
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BREAKFAST AT THE ALLIANCE-SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 

Photo-story : Atelier caricature avec Gérard Gargouil 

 

Ce n’est pas facile de se faire 

“croquer” 

HI HI! 
AH 

OH OH! 

Vous voyez, c’est 

simple, il suffit de 

grossir les traits. A 

vous maintenant! 

Vous avez chacun un 

style diffe rent, il faut 

cultiver cette qualite . 

4ÏÕÔ ÌÅ ÍÏÎÄÅ ÓÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÎÔÒÅȟ ÐÏÕÒ ÄÏÎÎÅÒ ÌÅ ÍÅÉÌÌÅÕÒȣ 

French supporters: meet at the Belgian Beer 

Café, Ponsonby, for all of France‟s games. 

Big screens, terrace and great prices on 

beers and wines! 

Stay informed of the events through the Fa-

cebook page: 

www.facebook.com/fanzonefrogs    

H
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Answer this quiz and win 2 places to go to the cinema to see ‘Beautiful lies’*  

 Circle the correct answer: 

FRENCH CINEMA QUIZ 

1. What is the sequel of The Spanish Apartment (L’auberge espagnole), di-

rected by Cédric Klapisch in 2002?  

 

A. Russian Roulette    B.   Russian Dolls  C. Russian Revolution 

2. What is the film that François Ozon hasn’t directed? 

 

A. Potiche -(2010)  B.  8 Women (8 Femmes)-(2002)  

 

C.  The Women On the 6th Floor (Les femmes du 6ème étage) -(2010)  

3. What is the movie in which the French actress Ludivine Sagnier hasn’t 

played? 

A. Lily Sometimes (Pieds nus sur les limaces), by Fabienne Berthaud  

B. Swimming Pool, by François Ozon 

C. Bazar, by Patricia Plattner 

         

4. Where does the movie A Screaming Man (Un homme qui crie) take place? 

A. In Gabon      B. In Chad  C. In Nigeria  

 

5. In the movie Hors-la-loi, who is the French actor famous for his humour? 

A. Rachid Bouchareb  B. Jamel Debbouze  

 

   *Open to current Alliance Française members only. 

 Drop your completed quiz off at the Alliance Française Office, or post to P.O. Box 78329 Grey Lynn, Auckland 1245, be-

fore the 20th October. A draw will take place among the correct responses. 

 

NAME:……………………………………………… PHONE NUMBER:………………………………………… 

E-MAIL ADRESS:……………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
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Answers of the previous ‘French cinema quiz’ 

1. La vie en rose, with M. Cotillard, 2007. 

A. Marion Cotillard played Edith Piaf  

 During childhood Little Sparrow lives with her mother, an alcoholic street singer and her paternal 

grandmother, who was a madam. As a street singer, she is discovered by a club owner who's soon 

murdered, coached by a musician who brings her to concert halls, and quickly becomes famous. 

Constant companions are alcohol and heartache.  

 2. Jeux d’enfants (Love Me If You  Dare), with G. Canet et M. Cotillard, produced by Yann Samuell, 

2003. 

 B. They played ‘cap ou pas cap’. As adults, best friends Julien and Sophie continue the odd game 

they started as children - a fearless competition to outdo one another with daring and outrageous 

stunts. Their game might be a way to avoid the fact that they are truly meant for one another. 

3. Les femmes du 6ème étage, with Fabrice Lucchini. 

B. Paris, in the early 1960s. Jean-Louis Joubert is a serious stockbroker, married to Suzanne, a class-

conscious woman and father of two arrogant boys. The affluent man lives a steady yet boring 

life. At least until Maria, the charming new maid, makes him discover the servants' quarter on 

the sixth floor of the luxury building he owns and lives in. There lives a crowd of lively Spanish 

maids who will help Jean-Louis to open up to a new approach of life. In their company Jean-

Louis will gradually become another man, a better man. 

4. Manon of the Spring, 1986. 

C. It was played by Emmanuelle Béart. 

5. Isabelle Huppert has played in The sea wall (C).  

 The lover is a 1992 movie starring Jane March; Hiroshima mon amour was produced in 1959, with 

Emmanuelle Riva.  

Les Nouvelles de lôAlliance Fran­aise dôAuckland 

Contributors: Lolita Haurat, Derya Uregen, Marine Janin 

Editor: Marine Janin 

The Alliance Française d'Auckland is now on 
Facebook®. Go to:  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Auckland/
Alliance-Francaise-

dAuckland/104707949563175 

and join us. 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Contact  

alliance@ihug.co.nz  

to place your ad. 

The Mikado—in French 

Dr Brian McKay, former 

Head of French at the 

University of Auckland and 

long-time Vice-President of 

the Alliance Française, will 

be singing in New 

Caledonia in a French 

version of the G & S 

Mikado, 26-28 October. In 

June 2012, he will 

accompany a French 

Language and Culture 

tour in Paris and the 

fabulous Loire Valley. For 

further information on these 

events, contact Brian on 

briandonmckay@gmail.com

Our opening hours: 

Monday to Thursday from 10.00am to 6.00pm 

Friday from 10.00am to 4.00pm 

Saturday from 10.00am to 12.00pm 
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La tarte pissaladière 

Préparation : 45 minutes  

 

Ingrédients (pour 6 personnes)  

- 400 g de pâte à pain du boulanger 

- 1 kg d'oignons 

- 300 g d'anchois à l'huile 

- 15 olives noires 

- deux grosses cuillères à soupe de sucre en poudre 

- des herbes de Provence 

- du poivre 

- de l'huile d'olive  

 

Préparation 
Dans une grande poêle profonde faire chauffer 5 cuillères à soupe d'huile d'olive. Couper les oignons en 

rondelles. Une fois que l'huile est chaude vous pouvez mettre les oignons dans la poêle, ajoutez du poivre, 

les herbes de Provence et le sucre en poudre. Faites revenir les oignons jusqu'à que leur couleur soit lé-

gèrement jaune. Il ne faut pas qu'ils reviennent de trop car ils vont encore cuire dans le four.  

Le secret de la Pissaladière est là. Il faut garder quelques filets d'anchois et mettre le reste dans la poèle 

avec les oignons. Les anchois vont fondre à la chaleur et se mélanger aux oignons. Si vous pouvez ajouter 

une cuillère à soupe de l'huile des anchois dans la préparation ce sera meilleur. Vous pouvez étaler la pâte 

à pain sur une plaque de four huilée à l'huile d'olive. Versez votre préparation sur la pâte et mettez des an-

chois et des olives pour la décoration.  

Préchauffez votre four à 220°C et mettre ensuite la pissaladière.  

Pour le temps de cuisson dès que la pâte à pain est cuite (voir aux bords de la pâte) vous pouvez sortir vo-

tre pissaladière.  

Il faut laisser la pissaladière refroidir car elle se déguste froide.  

Vous pouvez l'accompagner d'une salade frisée et d'un Bandol rosé c'est excellent!  

Recette du Mois 

French restaurants 

Friendly atmosphere ! 
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Comedy, 2011. Dir. Woody Allen. With Owen Wilson, Rachel McAdams and Kathy Bates 

A young engaged American couple travel to Paris. The French capital works like a charm 

on them, especially on the young man, who falls in love with the City of Lights and who 

dreams of a life different from his own. 

7.45pm: wine & cheese reception 

8.15pm: film screening—Ticket: $14 


